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'Moulin Rouge:' Love story plus Paris

What yesterday termed misbehavior is often amusing today, especially in our post-Puritan,

post-sexual-revolution times Ñ we smile at older prudery.

That's colorfully clear in our take on that onetime port in the scandalous demi-monde: Paris'

Moulin Rouge night club.

Its sin? It dared to host the can-can, the leggy dance bustling with all those of layers of fin de
siecle underwear.

"It was by no means sex, sex, sex all the time, but it was a

fun, naughty thing to do, a kind of Studio 54 of its time,"

choreographer Jorden Morris sums up what a visit to the

Moulin Rouge once meant.

Thanks to fascinating artists/patrons, most notably Henri

de Toulouse-Lautrec, the Moulin Rouge endures, tourist

destination today and ever-popular in pop art, from posters

to movies. Now comes "Moulin Rouge Ñ The Ballet,"

Morris' 2009 original full-length and a box-office smash for Canada's Royal Winnipeg Ballet,

which performs it Friday through Sunday at the Auditorium Theatre, a venue that opened

here the same year as the Parisian club, 1889, by the way.

"It's a love story, with Paris and the Moulin Rouge as backdrop," Morris says. "I didn't want to

seal out the (risque) aspects, but it's about Matthew, a young man who wants to be an artist,

and Nathalie, a young woman who works as a dancer at the club." It's about romance, in other

words, as much as sex, and art: Toulouse-Lautrec is a key character.

It's also a tragedy, one sewn by a love triangle involving the owner of the club. This is Morris'

original take: He stitched the score together from period selections by Claude Debussy,

Maurice Ravel, Jules Massenet and, of course, Jacques Offenbach, who scores the can-can.

Morris' version on that dance is a hybrid of the traditional and ballet, though not the

choreographer's own favorite.
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CHRIS JONES RECOMMENDS

Shows are rated on a �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò scale 

¥ "Black n Blue Boys / Broken Men"
�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Oct. 28 in the Goodman Theatre 

¥ "Blue Man Group"  �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Open run at the Briar Street Theatre 

¥ "The Book Thief"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 11 by Steppenwolf for Young
Adults in the Upstairs Theatre 

¥ "Doubt"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Nov. 4 at the American Theater
Company 

¥ "Dreamgirls"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 4 at the Marriott Theatre 

¥ "Freud's Last Session"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Nov. 11 at the Mercury Theater 

¥ "Good People"  �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 17 at Steppenwolf Theatre 

¥ "Hamlet"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 25 at Writers' Theatre 

¥ "Kinky Boots"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Nov. 4 at the Bank of America
Theatre 

¥ "Metamorphoses"  �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Dec. 16 by Lookingglass Theatre 

¥ "Million Dollar Quartet"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Open run at the Apollo Theater 
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"That would be what we call the bridge pas de deux at the end of Act 1, set to 'Clair de Lune,' or

the absinthe scene when Toulouse-Lautrec and Matthew drown their sorrows."

The past isn't completely obliterated.

"Today tourist buses line up outside," he says. "But if you visit the area around 4 a.m., and

walk around the deserted alleys, now and then you think, 'Aha, I feel what it was like.'"

For tickets to "Moulin Rouge" at the Auditorium, 50 E. Congress Parkway: 800-982-2787 or
ticketmaster.com/auditorium.

Dance Chicago showcase

For 18 years now, Dance Chicago has been both a showcase and incubator for dance troupes

large and small.

Plucky, scrappy and evergreen Ñ that seems the motto.

"Everything in Dance Chicago is new," John Schmitz, co-founder and longtime artistic

director, says of this year's fest that runs Saturday through Dec. 1 at several locations, citing its

hundreds of original dances and numerous choreographers. "We've always been about

supporting the artists who live and work here, trying to build an infrastructure and doing it

from the grass roots."

The Saturday opening-night cavalcade of various troupes will play outside the city for the first

time, this year at the Carl Sandburg Theatre in Orland Park.

"We've done special shows in Orland Park for some years now, and this particular program

make less sense in the city," where marketing costs are high, Schmitz said.

But the fest returns to its roots by relocating many offerings back at the Athenaeum Theatre,

its original home, including the popular Dance Slam competition scheduled there Nov. 10.

Schmitz is now on the board of the organization running that venue, and he envisions the

space and its multiple theaters as the next chapter in dance presentation.

"We want to bring dance companies back and encourage longer runs that can be practical in

those smaller theaters," Schmitz said.

Among those Schmitz cites to watch: choreographer Kate Jablonski and troupe and the Stick

& Move Dance Crew, who performed on the season opener of "America's Got Talent" this year.

The schedule, theaters and ticket information: dancechicago.com.

Sid Smith is a Tribune special contributor.

Copyright © 2012, Chicago Tribune
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¥ "Moment"  �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Oct. 27 by Steep at Theater Wit 

¥ "One Name Only"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 11 at Black Ensemble Theatre 

¥ "The Opponent"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Dec. 2 at A Red Orchid Theatre 

¥ "The Second City Improv
All-Stars"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Open run in UP Comedy Club at Second City 

¥ "Smokey Joe's Cafe"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 11 by Theo Ubique Cabaret
Theatre in the No Exit Cafe 

¥ "The Strange Undoing of Prudencia
Hart"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Oct. 28 in the Upstairs Theater at
Chicago Shakespeare 

¥ "Sunday in the Park With George"
�Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Nov. 11 at Chicago Shakespeare 

¥ "Sweet Bird of Youth"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!  
Through Oct. 28 at the Goodman Theatre 

¥ "Wasteland"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Through Dec. 30 at TimeLine Theatre 

¥ "We're All in This Room 
Together"  �Ò�Ò�Ò 
Open run at Second City e.t.c 

¥ "Who Do We Think We Are?"  �Ò�Ò�Ò!
Open run on the Second City Mainstage

VIDEO

CHRIS JONES ON BROADWAY

¥ "Avenue Q" at the Golden Theatre 

¥ "The Book of Mormon" 
at the Eugene O'Neill Theatre 
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¥ "Grace" at the Cort Theatre 

¥ "Million Dollar Quartet" 
at the New World Stages 

¥ "Newsies" at the Nederlander Theatre 

¥ "Nice Work If You Can Get It" 
at the Imperial Theatre 

¥ "Once" at the Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre 

¥ "Peter and the Starcatcher" 
at the Brooks Atkinson Theatre 

¥ "The Gershwins' Porgy and Bess" 
at the Richard Rodgers Theatre 

¥ "Rock of Ages" at the Helen Hayes Theatre 

¥ "Spider-Man Turn Off the Dark" 
the Foxwoods Theatre 

¥ "War Horse" at the Beaumont Theater 
¥ "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" at the
Booth Theatre 

CHRIS JONES ON LAS VEGAS

¥ "Criss Angel Believe" �Ò�Ò at the Luxor
Hotel and Casino 

¥ "Ka" �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò by Cirque du Soleil at the
MGM Grand Hotel 

¥ "Le Reve (A Small Collection of Imperfect
Dreams)" �Ò�Ò�Ò at the Wynn Las Vegas
Hotel 

¥ "Mystere" �Ò�Ò�Ò!  by Cirque du Soleil at
the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino 

¥ "O" �Ò�Ò�Ò�Ò by Cirque du Soleil at the
Bellagio Casino 

¥ "The Phantom of the Opera" �Ò�Ò�Ò at The
Venetian 
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